
                                                                                                    
 
 

EAERE EN-GENDER Workshop:  
Driving Inclusive Innovation in the Circular Bioeconomy  

University of Ferrara, Italy | 9–10 April 2025 
We are pleased to report on the success of the “EN-GENDER Hybrid Workshop: Circular Bioeconomy 
Innovation in the EU”, held on 9–10 April 2025 at the Department of Economics and Management, 
University of Ferrara (Italy). Jointly organized by the EAERE Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Executive 
Committee and the University of Ferrara, the event is part of a series of two workshops to be held in 
2025 and 2026. 

Hosted in the elegant setting of the S. Lucia Auditorium and opened by the introductory remarks of the 
EAERE President Simone Borghesi on the importance  of DEI for EAERE, the workshop brought together 
together a diverse community of scholars, researchers, policy analysts, and early-career professionals 
for an engaging two-day exchange on the socio-technical dimensions of Europe’s green transition. 
This initiative took place within the framework of the European Green Deal, with a focus on how 
bioenergy and eco-innovation can be leveraged to promote not only sustainability but also gender 
equity and social inclusiveness. The workshop embraced an interdisciplinary approach, addressing the 
economic, environmental, and societal aspects of circular bioeconomy systems. 

The programme featured two prominent keynote addresses that set the tone for the workshop: 

• Prof. Almudena Sevilla (London School of Economics) opened the workshop with a keynote on 
the integration of gender-sensitive metrics into public policy and innovation systems, 
highlighting how a more inclusive framework can enhance the effectiveness and equity of green 
strategies. 

• On the second day, Prof. Pelin Demirel (Imperial College London) explored the relationship 
between entrepreneurial ecosystems and inclusive innovation, focusing on mechanisms 
through which diverse participation can drive transformation in bioeconomy sectors. 

Over the course of four in-depth sessions, participants presented research that shed light on a wide range 
of crucial themes: 

• Gender Dimensions in Energy Innovation and Policy: Topics included how women's historical 
participation in community structures continues to influence energy behaviours today, the design 
of inclusive bioeconomy policies that consider age and socio-cultural barriers, and the potential 
for “circular fiscal equity” as a tool for transformative policymaking. 

• Academic and Agricultural Innovation: Session Two focused on institutional change and 
innovation through diverse lenses. Contributions included analyses of gender disparities in 



                                                                                                    
 
 

academic entrepreneurship and well-being, agricultural insurance reform in China with a gender-
sensitive lens, and bioeconomy rooted in indigenous practices and environmental movements. 

• Case Studies in Socio-Technical Systems: The third session addressed models for inclusive 
growth, showcasing innovative work on women’s roles in achieving carbon neutrality, and the 
distributional effects of biomethane production in Irish agriculture. 

• Governance and Certification in Circular Value Chains: The final session engaged with 
institutional mechanisms that support sustainable transitions. Presentations included an 
examination of voluntary certification schemes in bioenergy, and a network analysis of lobbying 
activities related to the EU Green Deal. 

The workshop underscored the strategic relevance of gender-sensitive innovation in achieving the EU’s 
climate neutrality objectives. Participants agreed that bioenergy—when governed through inclusive, 
evidence-based policies—has the potential to drive sustainable growth while addressing deep-
seated structural inequalities. Particular emphasis was placed on empirical research and comparative 
case studies, which offered robust, actionable insights for policymakers. These included analyses of how 
local and international policies can better integrate social equity, gender mainstreaming, and inclusive 
governance in order to maximise the societal benefits of the bioeconomy. Moreover, the workshop 
fostered the development of policy recommendations and collaborative pathways for better aligning 
academic research with EU-level sustainability goals. The discussions illuminated the value of cross-
sectoral dialogue in shaping innovation ecosystems that reflect the diversity of European society. 

The EN-GENDER Workshop succeeded in providing a collaborative platform that encouraged 
interdisciplinary exchange and transnational dialogue. With participation from both in-person and 
remote attendees, the event facilitated knowledge-sharing across disciplines and geographies, sowing 
the seeds for future research partnerships and joint initiatives. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to all presenters, chairs, and attendees for their contributions and 
enthusiasm. The insights and connections generated over the course of these two days reaffirm the need 
for inclusive, gender-aware approaches to circular bioeconomy innovation. As we move forward, we are 
committed to continuing this critical conversation and advancing research that informs just and 
sustainable transitions across Europe. 
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