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2021 Volumes 78 - 80 (40 papers to date)

2020 Volumes 75 - 77 (125 papers)

Special Issue:

• Environmental Economics of the Coronavirus Pandemic (2020; 76:4) 
Guest Editors: Ian J. Bateman, Astrid Dannenberg, Robert J. R. Elliott, 
Michael Finus, Phoebe Koundouri, Katrin Millock, Alistair Munro, 
Elizabeth J. Z. Robinson, Daniel Rondeau, Ingmar Schumacher, 
Eric Strobl, Anastasios Xepapadeas

Special Issue:

• Special Dimensions of Stated Preferences (2020; 75:2) 
Guest Editors: Jürgen Meyerhoff, Robert J. Johnston, Klaus Glenk, Julian Sagebiel

Publication Overview 2020-21



Results: Submission Numbers

Strong & sustained growth in submissions
2020 highest-ever number of submissions
Though many out of scope
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Year
Countries submitting 

to ERE
2009 49
2010 54

2011 57
2012 70
2013 61
2014 66
2015 58
2016 65
2017 68
2018 69
2019 67
2020 82

Growth in international submissions

A truly international 
journal

Highest-ever number of 
countries submitting to 

ERE 

China (291) and the USA 
(93) remain the top two 

submitting countries, 
followed by European 

nations (cumulative 368) 
and India (36), Australia, 

Canada, Japan (all 25 each) 

However we now get 
substantial numbers of 

submissions from around  
the world 



Rejection rate (%)

• Strong rejection rate
• Average of last five full years = 83.8% 
• Given strong submission numbers we should have no concerns about 

high rejection rates and should not let the rate decline 
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Journal Turnaround Time

• Turnaround till first decision generally has improved, but time to final 
decision still compares unfavourably to many economics journals

• A few papers are taking much too long in review

• Too many papers allowed to have 3-5 revision cycles

• Actions and measures taken in 2020 and 2021 should address these outliers 
but need consistent action across the Editorial Board

Year
Average time between 

submission & first decision 
(days)

2012 116
2016 94
2017 84
2018 73
2019 80
2020 65



ISI Impact Factor for ERE
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• Impact Factor has grown strongly to its highest ever level
• Strong underlying growth

2020 IF expected late June



ISI Impact Factor (IF) Comparison
Journal Title IF 2017 IF 2018 IF 2019

JAERE - - 5.167

JEEM 2.635 4.175 3.449

Environmental & Resource Economics 1.961 2.154 2.286

Journal of Public Economics 1.905 1.773 2.218

Journal of Choice Modelling 0.780 1.905 2.071

Resource and Energy Economics 1.920 2.367 1.829

European Economic Review 1.540 1.711 1.744

Journal of Forest Economics 1.408 1.761 1.740

Land Economics 1.500 1.640 1.620

Journal of Econometrics 1.621 1.949 1.577

Environment & Development Economics 1.264 1.217 1.429

Journal of Agricultural & Resource Economics 1.094 1.192 1.184

2020 IF expected late June



Immediacy Index 
• 2019 = 0.720 
• 2018 = 0.560
The Immediacy Index is the average number of times an article is cited in the year it is published. It indicates how 
quickly articles in a journal are cited.

Other measures of ERE impact

5‐year IF 
• 2019 = 2.490 
• 2018 = 2.432

Eigenfactor
• 2019 = 0.00534 
• 2018 = 0.00502
The Eigenfactor (EF) is an overall rating of the importance of a scientific journal whereby all articles published in 
a journal during a year are taken in to consideration when making the calculation. What counts in the Eigenfactor
is the size of the journal, or how many articles a journal publishes. With all else equal, a journal's Eigenfactor
score doubles when it doubles in size.

2020 IF expected late June



DORA (San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment)

Please see this website: https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/dora for more information on DORA and Springer Nature’s 
support of it. 

 By signing Springer Nature undertakes to work towards upholding the recommendations that DORA outlines for publishers.
 We will provide a wide array of metrics to allow for a fair assessment of research.
 We encourage responsible authorship practices and will seek to either include author contribution statements or adapt CRediT in line 

with the standards NISO is currently establishing.
 We are a participant in the Initiative for Open Citations (I4OC) and have committed to release reference list metadata publicly.
 Our journals do not have a constrain on the number of references in research articles.
 We will seek to encourage the citation of primary literature in favour of reviews.



Association of Business Schools’ (ABS) 
Academic Journal Ranking

2009 2010 2015 2018
ERE 2 2 3 3
Ecol. Econ. 3 3 3 3
JEEM 4 4 3 3

• New rankings announced every 3-5 years



Source: COUNTER Reporting / Business Warehouse.

Download trends

Downloads have 
grown at over 10% per 
annum and in 2020 
were at their highest 
level ever at just under 
40,000 per month 
(29,000 in 2019). 

Year Total
2014 141,289
2015 151,484
2016 160,577
2017 177,285
2018 190,269
2019 272,031
2020 479,623
2021* 295,008

* To end of  May 2021                                                                                                        



Download trends

The impact of the Covid-19 Special Issue is clearly 
evident starting in July 2020.
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(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 
(all publication years)

Title Author Vol Issue Year Downloads

The Environmental Impacts of the Coronavirus Dieter Helm 76 1 2020 47,763

Five Lessons from COVID‐19 for Advancing Climate Change Mitigation David Klenert et al. 76 4 2020 40,780

Impacts of the COVID‐19 Pandemic on the Global Agricultural Markets Christian Elleby et 
al. 76 4 2020 23,608

Public Awareness of Nature and the Environment During the COVID‐19 
Crisis

Sandra Rousseau et 
al. 76 4 2020 18,433

Perspectives on the Economics of the Environment in the Shadow of 
Coronavirus

GE:  Ingmar 
Schumacher 76 4 2020 18,263

Cross‐Country Comparisons of Covid‐19: Policy, Politics and the Price of 
Life Ben Balmford et al. 76 4 2020 17,525

Economic Analysis for Ecosystem Service Assessments Ian Bateman et al. 48 2 2011 15,528

Suggestions for a Covid‐19 Post‐Pandemic Research Agenda in 
Environmental Economics Robert Elliott et al. 76 4 2020 14,925

The Most Popular Tax In Europe? Lessons From The Irish Plastic bags levy Frank Convery et al. 38 1 2007 14,889

Assessing Short‐Term and Long‐Term Economic and Environmental Effects 
of the COVID‐19 Crisis in France Paul Malliet et al. 76 4 2020 14,750

Social Norms, Morals and Self‐interest as Determinants of Pro‐
environment Behaviours: The Case of Household Recycling

Mikołaj Czajkowski
et. al. 66 4 2017 12,639

Invited & Covid SI



(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 2020 
(publications 2018-20)
Title Author Vol Issue Year

Downloads 
2018

The Environmental Impacts of the Coronavirus Dieter Helm 76 1 2020 32,243

Five Lessons from COVID‐19 for Advancing Climate Change Mitigation David Klenert et al. 76 4 2020 26,511

Impacts of the COVID‐19 Pandemic on the Global Agricultural Markets Christian Elleby et al. 76 4 2020 12,234

Cross‐Country Comparisons of Covid‐19: Policy, Politics and the Price of 
Life Ben Balmford et al. 76 4 2020 11,073

Public Awareness of Nature and the Environment During the COVID‐19 
Crisis

Sandra Rousseau et 
al. 76 4 2020 10,113

Perspectives on the Economics of the Environment in the Shadow of 
Coronavirus

GE:  Ingmar 
Schumacher 76 4 2020 7,902

The Effects of Air Pollution on COVID‐19 Related Mortality in Northern 
Italy Eric S. Coker et al. 76 4 2020 7,424

Assessing Short‐Term and Long‐Term Economic and Environmental 
Effects of the COVID‐19 Crisis in France Paul Malliet et al. 76 4 2020 7,021

Suggestions for a Covid‐19 Post‐Pandemic Research Agenda in 
Environmental Economics Robert Elliott et al. 76 4 2020 6,113

Greening the Post‐pandemic Recovery in the G20 Edward. B. Barbier 76 4 2020 5,692

Invited & Covid SI



Proportion of zero-citing papers

Source: Web of Science, accessed 02‐06‐2021

Journal
Citable items 

lifetime
Zero-cited 

items
% Zero-

cited
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 1,698 823 48%
Env. & Dev. Econ. 777 118 15%
REEP 287 39 14%
Ecological Economics 6,333 755 12%
Land Economics 1,833 205 11%
Journal of Forest Economics 397 34 9%
Energy Economics 4,628 413 9%
Env. & Res. Econ. (ERE) 2,162 201 9%
Resource and Energy Economics 863 71 8%
Journal of Public Economics 3,762 255 7%
JEEM 2,039 78 4%

• Decrease from 12% in 2020 but further room for improvement



Self-citation rate

Source: Web of Science, accessed 02‐06‐2021

Journal
Total times 

cited
Without 
self-cites

% 
Self-
cites

Average 
citations

/item
Energy Economics 140,700 121,419 14% 30.4
Ecological Economics 244,219 223,162 9% 38.53
J. of Forest Economics 5,067 4,702 7% 12.76
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 12,448 11,636 7% 7.32
ERE 47,158 44,020 7% 21.81
Journal of Public Economics 141,027 134,086 5% 37.49
Land Economics 48,793 46,146 5% 26.59
JEEM 85,388 80,886 5% 41.88
Env. & Dev. Econ. 12,074 11,581 4% 15.4
REEP 9,974 9,531 4% 34.75
Resource and Energy Econ. 20,478 19,809 3% 23.73

• No concerns; keep monitoring 



Environmental Economics of the Coronavirus Pandemic (2020; 76:4)
Guest Editors: Ian J. Bateman, Astrid Dannenberg, Robert J. R.    
Elliott, Michael Finus, Phoebe Koundouri, Katrin Millock, Alistair     
Munro, Elizabeth J. Z. Robinson, Daniel Rondeau, Ingmar 
Schumacher, Eric Strobl, Anastasios Xepapadeas

Special Dimensions of Stated Preferences (2020; 75:2) 
Guest Editors: Jürgen Meyerhoff, Robert J. Johnston, Klaus 
Glenk, Julian Sagebiel

Boosting citations: Special Issues published 2020-21 



Environment and Development Economics: Essays in honour of 
Karl-Göran Mäler

Guest Editors: Thomas Sterner and Ed Barbier

Green Deal, Energy Transition and Decarbonization
Guest Editors: Sergio Vergalli and Simone Borghesi

The Economics of Biodiversity: Building on the Dasgupta Review
Guest Editor: Ingmar Schumacher

Boosting citations: Special Issues forthcoming



Boosting citations: Editorial strategy

As before: 

We should not accept papers just because there is nothing wrong 
with them; there also has to be something right with them!

They have to attract readers. 



Summary

 Submissions growth is very strong.

 Quality measures such as rejection rates remain at high levels

 Download numbers are highest ever and growing

 Highest ever Impact Factor in 2019
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