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2020 Volumes 75 - 77 (44 papers to date)

Special Issue:

• Special Dimensions of Stated Preferences (75:2) 
Guest Editors: Jürgen Meyerhoff, Robert J. Johnston, Klaus Glenk, Julian Sagebiel

2019 Volumes 72 - 74 (169 papers)

Special Issue:

• The Economics of Climate Change (72:1) 
Guest Editors: Elettra Agliardi, Anastasios Xepapadeas

Special Issue:

• Behavioral and Experimental Agri-Environmental Research (73:3) 
Guest Editors: Christian A. Vossler, Leah Palmer-Forster

Publication Overview 2019-20



Results: Submission Numbers

Strong & sustained growth in submissions
* Based on  

submissions till 
15/6/20
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2019 highest-ever number of submissions
2020 expected to substantially exceed 2019



Year
Countries submitting 

to ERE
2008 42
2009 49
2010 54

2011 57
2012 70
2013 61
2014 66
2015 58
2016 65
2017 68
2018 69
2019 67

Growth in international submissions

A truly international 
journal

Third highest-ever number 
of countries submitting to 

ERE 

China (186) and the USA 
(79) remain the top two 

submitting countries, 
followed by European 

nations (177) and Australia 
(11)

However we now get 
substantial numbers of 

submissions from around  
the world 



Rejection rate (%)

• Rejection rate is high but could be increased
• Average of last five full years = 83% 
• Given strong submission numbers we should have no concerns about 

high rejection rates and should not let the rate decline 
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Journal Turnaround Time

This compares well to decision speeds in many 
economic journals

Year
Average time between 

submission & first decision 
(days)

2012 116
2016 94
2017 84
2018 73
2019 80



Consequences: Growing pains

• High (and growing) submission numbers
Plus
• Fast and consistently improving throughput speed 

Despite
• Consistently high rejection rate 

Equals
• Strong output, in last year with decreased backlog

Requiring
• Increases in page numbers FS2



Consequences: Growing pains

Year Published 
articles

Published 
pages

2014 85 1,918
2015 105 2,290
2016 111 2,402
2017 115 2,878
2018 122 2,788
2019 169 4,423
2020 240* 3,840*

* = planned

Total number of published pages in 2019 
exceeded scheduled output by 58% due to 
reduction of backlog.



DORA (San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment)

Please see this website: https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/dora for more information on DORA and Springer Nature’s 
support of it. 

 By signing Springer Nature undertakes to work towards upholding the recommendations that DORA outlines for publishers.
 We will provide a wide array of metrics to allow for a fair assessment of research.
 We encourage responsible authorship practices and will seek to either include author contribution statements or adapt CRediT in line 

with the standards NISO is currently establishing.
 We are a participant in the Initiative for Open Citations (I4OC) and have committed to release reference list metadata publicly.
 Our journals do not have a constrain on the number of references in research articles.
 We will seek to encourage the citation of primary literature in favour of reviews.



ISI Impact Factor for ERE
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• Strong underlying growth
• Highest Impact Factor ever
• Piecemeal addressing of the backlog generates short-term IF reductions 
• Journal expansion should solve backlog and allow long-term IF growth



ISI Impact Factor (IF) Comparison
Journal Title IF 2017 IF 2018 IF 2019

Ecological Economics 3.895 4.281 4.482

JEEM 2.635 4.175 3.449

Environmental & Resource Economics 1.961 2.154 2.286

Journal of Public Economics 1.905 1.773 2.218

Journal of Choice Modelling 0.780 1.905 2.071

Resource and Energy Economics 1.920 2.367 1.829

European Economic Review 1.540 1.711 1.744

Journal of Forest Economics 1.408 1.761 1.740

Land Economics 1.500 1.640 1.620

Journal of Econometrics 1.621 1.949 1.577

Environment & Development Economics 1.264 1.217 1.429

Journal of Agricultural & Resource Economics 1.094 1.192 1.184



Association of Business Schools’ (ABS) 
Academic Journal Ranking

2009 2010 2015 2018
ERE 2 2 3 3
Ecol. Econ. 3 3 3 3
JEEM 4 4 3 3



* = YTD = April 2020                                                       Source: COUNTER Reporting / Business Warehouse.

Download trends

Downloads have 
grown at over 10% per 
annum and are at their 
highest level ever at 
almost 23,000 per 
month. 

Year Total

2014 141,289

2015 151,484

2016 160,577

2017 177,285

2018 190,269

2019 272,027

2020* 90,087



(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 2019 
(all publication years)

Title Author Vol Issue Year
Downloads

2019 

The Most Popular Tax In Europe? Lessons From The Irish Plastic bags levy Frank Convery et al. 38 1 2007 3,494

Social Norms, Morals And Self‐Interest As Determinants Of Pro‐
environment Behaviours: The Case of Household Recycling

Mikołaj Czajkowski
et al. 66 4 2017 2,697

As Bad as it Gets: How Climate Damage Functions Affect Growth and the 
Social Cost of Carbon

Lucas Bretschger et 
al. 72 1 2019 2,439

Climate Change Interactions with Agriculture, Forestry Sequestration, and 
Food Security

Luis Moisés Peña‐
Lévano et al. 74 2 2019 2,070

Recent Trends In Behavioral Environmental Economics Martin Kesternich et 
al. 67 3 2017 1,924

Few And Not So Far Between: A Meta‐Analysis Of Climate Damage 
Estimates

Peter H. Howard et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,843

An EU Recycling Target: What Does The Dutch Evidence Tell Us? Elbert Dijkgraaf et 
al. 68 3 2017 1,649

Behavioral Environmental Economics: Promises And Challenges Rachel Croson et al. 58 3 2014 1,565

A Third Wave in the Economics of Climate Change J. Doyne Farmer et 
al. 62 2 2015 1,493

Green Taxes In A Post‐Paris World: Are Millions Of Nays Inevitable? Stefano Carattini et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,490



(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 2019 
(publication years 2017 - 2019)

Title Author Vol Issue Year
Downloads 

2018

Social Norms, Morals And Self‐Interest As Determinants Of Pro‐
environment Behaviours: The Case of Household Recycling

Mikołaj Czajkowski et 
al. 66 4 2017 2,697

As Bad as it Gets: How Climate Damage Functions Affect Growth and the 
Social Cost of Carbon

Lucas Bretschger et 
al. 72 1 2019 2,439

Climate Change Interactions with Agriculture, Forestry Sequestration, and 
Food Security

Luis Moisés Peña‐
Lévano et al. 74 2 2019 2,070

Recent Trends In Behavioral Environmental Economics Martin Kesternich et 
al. 67 3 2017 1,924

Few And Not So Far Between: A Meta‐Analysis Of Climate Damage 
Estimates

Peter H. Howard et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,843

An EU Recycling Target: What Does The Dutch Evidence Tell Us? Elbert Dijkgraaf et al. 68 3 2017 1,649

Green Taxes In A Post‐Paris World: Are Millions Of Nays Inevitable? Stefano Carattini et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,490

Forest Fires Across Italian Regions and Implications for Climate Change: A 
Panel Data Analysis

Melania Michetti et 
al. 72 1 2019 1,326

The Individual Travel Cost Method with Consumer‐Specific Values of 
Travel Time Savings

Mikołaj Czajkowski et 
al. 74 3 2019 1,161

What a Difference a Stochastic Process Makes: Epidemiological‐Based 
Real Options Models of Optimal Treatment of Disease

C. E. Dangerfield et 
al. 70 3 2018 1,151



Proportion of zero-citing papers

Source: Web of Science, accessed 29‐06‐2020

Journal
Citable items 

lifetime
Zero-cited 

items
% Zero-

cited
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 1,664 840 50%
Env. & Dev. Econ. 750 126 17%
Ecological Economics 6,066 792 13%
Land Economics 1,818 224 12%
Env. & Res. Econ. (ERE) 2,049 252 12%
Ecological Economics 6,066 792 13%
REEP 253 29 11%
Resource and Energy Economics 817 83 10%
Journal of Forest Economics 384 36 9%
Energy Economics 4,220 395 9%
Journal of Public Economics 3,615 255 7%
JEEM 1,981 113 6%



Self-citation rate

Source: Web of Science, accessed 16‐06‐2020

Journal
Total times 
cited

Without 
self-cites

% Self-
Cites

Energy Economics 111,729 98,686 12%
Ecological Economics 210,094 193,882 8%
J. of Forest Economics 4,325 4,020 7%
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 11,151 10,418 7%
Journal of Public Economics 127,097 120,091 6%
ERE 41,204 38,725 6%
Land Economics 45,372 42,856 6%
JEEM 76,958 73,021 5%
Env. & Dev. Econ. 10,469 10,043 4%
REEP 8,156 7,819 4%
Resource and Energy Economics 17,929 17,387 3%



Special Dimensions of Stated Preferences (2020; 75:2) 
Guest Editors: Jürgen Meyerhoff, Robert J. Johnston, Klaus 
Glenk, Julian Sagebiel

Behavioral and Experimental Agri-Environmental Research (2019; 
73:3) 
Guest Editors: Christian A. Vossler, Leah Palmer-Forster

The Economics of Climate Change (2019; 72:1) 
Guest Editors: Elettra Agliardi, Anastasios Xepapadeas

Boosting citations: Special Issues published 2019-20 



Environmental Economics in the Shadow of Coronavirus
Guest Editors: Ian Bateman, Astrid Dannenberg, Robert 
Elliott, Michael Finus, Timo Goeschl, Phoebe Koundouri, 
Katti Millock, Alistair Munro, Elizabeth Robinson,
Daniel Rondeau, Ingmar Schumacher, Eric Strobl, 
Anastasios Xepapadeas

Boosting citations: Special Issues forthcoming



Boosting citations: Editorial strategy

As before: 

We should not accept papers just because there is nothing wrong 
with them; there also has to be something right with them!

They have to attract readers. 



Summary

 Submissions growth is very strong.

 Quality measures such as rejection rates remain at high levels.

 Download numbers are highest ever and growing. 

 Highest ever Impact Factor in 2019.

 Processing is generally rapid with a year-on-year increase in 
decision times.

 Backlog largely reduced – in 2020 and possibly 2021 this will 
likely not be a factor.
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