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2019 Volumes 72 - 74 (77 papers to date)

Special Issue:

• The Economics of Climate Change (72:1) 
Guest Editors: Elettra Agliardi, Anastasios Xepapadeas

2018 Volumes 69 - 71 (122 papers)

Special Issues:

• Benefit Transfer: Current Practice and Future Prospects (69:3) 
Guest Editor: V. Kerry Smith
• The Economics of Invasive Species and Diseases (70:3) 

Guest Editor: Nicholas Hanley
• Timing and Delays in Environmental and Resource Economics (70:4) 

Guest Editors: Lucas Bretschger, Sjak Smulders

Publication Overview 2018-19



Results: Submission Numbers

Strong & sustained growth in submissions
* Based on  

submissions till 
11/6/19
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Second highest ever number of submissions



Year
Countries submitting 

to ERE
2007 41
2008 42
2009 49

2010 54
2011 57
2012 70
2013 61
2014 66
2015 58
2016 65
2017 68
2018 69

Growth in international submissions

A truly international 
journal

Second highest ever 
number of countries 
submitting to ERE 

The USA and China remain 
the top two submitting 
countries followed by 
European nations and 

Australia

However we now get 
substantial numbers of 

submissions from around  
the world 



Journal Turnaround Time

This compares well to decision 
speeds in many economic journals Authors’ disapproval rate 

(2018)

Year

Average time between 
submission & first decision 

(days)
2012 116
2016 94
2017 84
2018 73

Production turnaround times are sometimes affected by delays in 
handling proof corrections resulting in proof rejections (usually by the 
author, but sometimes by the Editor handling the proof). The figure 
indicates the disapproval rate for this journal. Springer has set the 
average for 2015 at 5%. Disapproval rates above 5% could be an 
indication for improving the proof turnaround times.  

Disapproval Rate



Consequences: Growing pains

• High (and growing) submission numbers
Plus

• Fast and consistently improving throughput speed 
Despite

• Consistently high rejection rate 
Equals
• Growing publication backlog 

Requiring
• Increases in page numbers



ISI Impact Factor for ERE
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• Strong underlying growth
• Highest Impact Factor ever
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• Strong underlying growth
• Highest Impact Factor ever
• Piecemeal addressing of the backlog generates short-term IF reductions 
• Journal expansion should solve backlog and allow long-term IF growth



Association of Business Schools’ (ABS) 
Academic Journal Ranking

2009 2010 2015 2018
ERE 2 2 3 3
Ecol. Econ. 3 3 3 3
JEEM 4 4 3 3



* = Estimated from data for 1/1/2019 - 31/03/2019. Source: COUNTER Reporting / Business Warehouse.

Download trends

Downloads have 
grown at over 10% per 
annum and are at their 
highest level ever at 
over 19,000 per month. 

Year Total

2014 141,289

2015 151,484

2016 160,577

2017 177,285

2018 190,269

2019* 229,565



(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 2018 
(all publication years)

Title Author Vol Issue Year
Downloads

2018 

The Most Popular Tax In Europe? Lessons From The Irish Plastic bags levy Frank Convery et al. 38 1 2007 2,728

Social Norms, Morals And Self‐Interest As Determinants Of Pro‐
environment Behaviours: The Case of Household Recycling

Mikołaj Czajkowski
et al. 66 4 2017 2,615

Recent Trends In Behavioral Environmental Economics Martin Kesternich et 
al. 67 3 2017 1,508

Economic Analysis For Ecosystem Service Assessments Ian J. Bateman et al. 48 2 2011 1,394

An EU Recycling Target: What Does The Dutch Evidence Tell Us? Elbert Dijkgraaf et 
al. 68 3 2017 1,306

Few And Not So Far Between: A Meta‐Analysis Of Climate Damage 
Estimates

Peter H. Howard et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,263

Behavioral Environmental Economics: Promises And Challenges Rachel Croson et al. 58 3 2014 1,229

Green Taxes In A Post‐Paris World: Are Millions Of Nays Inevitable? Stefano Carattini et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,221

Fiscal Policy and CO2 Emissions Reyer Gerlagh et al. 69 1 2018 1,202

Renewable Energy Policies And Technological Innovation: Evidence Based 
on Patent Counts Nick Johnstone et al. 45 1 2010 1,194



(Source: SpringerLink.)

Top 10 Full-Text Article Requests 2018 
(publication years 2016 - 2018)

Title Author Vol Issue Year
Downloads 

2018

Social Norms, Morals And Self‐Interest As Determinants Of Pro‐
environment Behaviours: The Case of Household Recycling

Mikołaj Czajkowski et 
al. 66 4 2017 2,615

Recent Trends In Behavioral Environmental Economics Martin Kesternich et 
al. 67 3 2017 1,508

An EU Recycling Target: What Does The Dutch Evidence Tell Us? Elbert Dijkgraaf et al. 68 3 2017 1,306

Few And Not So Far Between: A Meta‐Analysis Of Climate Damage 
Estimates

Peter H. Howard et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,263

Green Taxes In A Post‐Paris World: Are Millions Of Nays Inevitable? Stefano Carattini et 
al. 68 1 2017 1,221

Fiscal Policy And Co2 Emissions Reyer Gerlagh et al. 69 1 2018 1,202

The Economics Of Tipping Points Aart Zeeuw et al. 65 3 2016 1,150

Does Fdi Bring Environmental Knowledge Spillovers To Developing 
Countries? The Role of the Local Industrial Structure Lutao Ning et al. 71 2 2018 1,098

Energy Efficiency Convergence In China: Catch‐Up, Lock‐In And 
Regulatory Uniformity Jianhuan Huang et al. 70 1 2018 1,066

Sad Or Happy? The Effects Of Emotions On Stated Preferences for 
Environmental Goods Nick Hanley et al. 68 4 2017 1,063



Proportion of zero-citing papers

Source: Web of Science, accessed 6‐11‐2019

Journal
Citable items 

lifetime
Zero-cited 

items
% Zero-

cited
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 1,643 857 52%
Env. & Dev. Econ. 724 142 20%
J. Forest Econ 365 45 12%
Ecological Economics 5,719 836 15%
REEP 242 39 16%
Land Economics 1,748 241 14%
Energy Economics 3,446 459 13%
Env. & Res. Econ. (ERE) 1,898 298 11%
Resource and Energy Economics 762 73 10%
Journal of Public Economics 3,511 262 8%
JEEM 1,886 119 6%



Self-citation rate

Source: Web of Science, accessed 11‐6‐2019

Journal
Total times 
cited

Without 
self-cites

% Self-
Cites

Energy Economics 72,605 61,143 15%
Ecological Economics 179,209 161,489 10%
J. of Forest Economics 3,491 3,194 9%
J. Agricultural & Res. Econ. 9,970 9,225 7%
ERE 35,524 32,940 7%
JEEM 68,880 64,877 6%
Journal of Public Economics 112,459 106,211 6%
Land Economics 38,639 36,188 6%
Env. & Dev. Econ. 7,148 6,757 6%
REEP 6,571 6,223 5%
Resource and Energy Economics 15,410 14,860 4%



• The Economics of Climate Change (2019; 72:1) 
Guest Editors: Elettra Agliardi, Anastasios Xepapadeas

• Timing and Delays in Environmental and Resource Economics 
(2018; 70:4) 

Guest Editors: Lucas Bretschger, Sjak Smulders

• The Economics of Invasive Species and Diseases (2018; 70:3) 
Guest Editor: Nicholas Hanley

• Benefit Transfer: Current Practice and Future Prospects (2018; 
69:3) 

Guest Editor: V. Kerry Smith

Boosting citations: Special Issues published 2018-19 



• Behavioral & Experimental Agri-Environmental Research (20xx) 
Guest Editors: Leah Palm-Forster and Christian Vossler

• Spatial Dimensions of Stated Preferences (20xx)
Guest Editors: Robert J. Johnston and Jürgen Meyerhoff

Boosting citations: Special Issues forthcoming



Boosting citations: Editorial strategy

As before: 

We should not accept papers just because there is nothing wrong 
with them; there also has to be something right with them!

They have to attract readers. 



Summary

 Submissions growth is very strong.

 Quality measures such as rejection rates remain at high levels.

 Download numbers are high and growing. 

 Highest ever Impact Factor

 Processing is generally rapid with a year-on-year increase in 
decision times.

 Despite a high rejection rate, growing submissions have resulted 
in backlog problems but this is now being reduced through a 
number of measures. 
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