Minutes EAERE General Assembly, 2" J uly 2000, Crete

. Opening

At lunch time, the President, Alistair Ulph, opened the meeting. The President

acknowledged the helpful collaboration of Aart de Zeeuw as past president. The

Agenda of the assembly was presented to the members. (A copy of the OHP’s

used by the President are attached for detailed reference)

. Council Membership:

The membership of the EAERE Council was presented to the assembly.

. EAERE Membership:

The President showed a table with the membership breakdown, dated June 2000.

A few comments were made.

. Accounts for 1999; Membership fees:

(1) The EAERE accounts for 1999 were explained to the Assembly. In
particular, the President pointed to the fact that there might be a slight
deficit this year, due to the financial support of the 2000 Summer School.
However, this was consistent with the policy of spending income for
relevant purposes. Rudiger Pethig asked one of the auditors to inform the
assembly about the accounts. Emmanuel Petrakis stated that he had looked
at the accounts and everything was as it should be.

(i)  About the membership fees, the President expressed the Council proposal.
to keep the fees at their current level. The assembly approved it.

. Appointment of Auditors:

The assembly approved the proposed new auditors: Klaus Conrad and Stef Proost.

. EAERE/FEEM/VIU Summer Schools:

The President explained to the Assembly the structure of the Summer School, to
be held in Venice. There were forty-seven applications. Seventeen students were
selected. Fourteen applicants were given financial support. The President
mentioned the importance of continuing this project in the future. Suggested
subjects for future Summer Schools were examined and approved: 2001 Valuation
Methods, 2002 Dynamic Economic Models of the Environment (Aart de Zeeuw)
2003 Political Economy of Environmental Policy (Tony Heyes). The President
mentioned the Council intention to apply for EU funding for the next three years,

The chances to be successful are now higher than in the past, since there is now a



clear idea of what this project is about. Moreover, the President informed the
assembly that only travel expenses are payed to lecturers. The Kluwer
representative mentioned that an advertisement will be included in the journal for

2001.

. Future Annual Conferences:

In 2001, the EAERE Annual Conference will be held in Southampton, UK.

The President informed the assembly of the members of the joint organising
committee from EAERE and AERE for the 2™ World Conference to be held in
Monterey, California, June 2002. The members are: Richard Carson, Michael
Hanemann, Charles Kolstad, James Wilen, Thomas Sterner, Alistair Ulph and
Maria Cunha-e-Sa. The President asked for proposals for symposia for this World
Conference.

In 2003, the EAERE Annual Conference will be in Spain. The President asked for
proposals from those that will be willing to organize it. These proposals should be
sent by September at the latest.

In 2004, the EAERE Annual Conference should be held in Eastern Europe, in
order to increase their participation. This is a subject of great concern. Rudiger
Pethig expressed the interest of Germany in organizing the conference some time
in the future (Till Requate, Heidelberg). Thus, in 2005 it should be held in
Heidelberg, Germany. Mordechai Schechter also mentioned the possibility of
being held again in France, in order to increase their participation.

The President expressed the Council great concern for the very low participation
of Eastern Europe. Some suggestions were made to help overcoming this problem
and to improve submissions from Eastern Europe and LDCs: (I) more sessions on
transition/development issues; pick up topics with broader appeal (North America,
Europe, LDCs); increasing the number of networks in order to encourage
participation, among others. (I) improve success rate (pre-screening). The
President and the assembly agreed that different standards should not be applied.
Several interventions followed. The need of ensuring a large as possible
participation in the World Congress was also addressed. In this context, Karl-
Goran Maler informed that a conference with the presence of the poor world,
including the coordinators of RANESA and SANDEE, will be held next
September, from the 6™ to the 8" in Stockholm. He suggested that the President

should go there in order to discuss these issues with them. Moreover, Maler and



Sterner will also discuss the participation of the poor world in Katmandu, Nepal,
with David Glover, in order to get good submissions to the World Congress. In
what concerns South America, personal contacts should be established. (IIT) The
need for financial support was also raised, either from EU funds or others. (IV) In
what concerns EDE, it was stressed that they should be heard in this matter, and
that they should be encouraged to use their expertise.

. Eastern European /LDC Participation:

For the Southampton Conference, an effort will be made to support up to six
people from Eastern Europe. The President mentioned that if some EU funding is
obtained for the Summer School next year, then it will be possible to free some
income to support travelling from Eastern Europe. A few members intervened at
this point. In particular, Mordechai Schechter asked about the possibility of
supporting people from Middle East. The President expressed the view that, in
that case, there was no justification to exclude some other parts of the world as
Africa, among others. Zylicz stated his support to the pre-screening proposal. He
stressed that this should be viewed more as a long-term investment, since in the
short-run not many results should be expected. Rudiger Pethig said that in his
view the first priority should be to support Eastern Europe, and then outside

Europe. Everybody agreed.

. Journal Issues:

The President stated as a medium-term objective of the Council to improve the
quality of the journal, so that it could be ranked in the second position, just after
JEEM. At present, there is a 18 months backlog, but this will be eliminated by the
end of the year. Last year submissions have increased by 15%. However, the
acceptance rate was almost 2/3 against only 1/3 of rejections. This was now
overturned. The acceptance rate was now 1/3 against 2/3 of rejections in order to
improve quality.

A book review section will be included. The first review will be of the Handbook
by Jeroen van den Bergh.

The President expressed some concern about the policy of issuing special issues,
namely related to conferences, for quality reasons. The quality standards should

be maintained and this may not always be guaranteed in those cases.



Finally, a suggestion was made for papers with long technical appendices. It was
proposed that the appendices would not normally be published. But the whole
paper (including appendices) should be available on the journal’s web pages.
Maler asked editors if they have the code for CGE models. Bateman pointed out
that in order to raise the quality of the journals, members of EAERE should
actively solicit good quality papers to be submitted

10.Web Pages:
The new web page’s address is www.caere.org, The assembly agreed on including
job openings on the web page. Moreover, Schechter suggested that the list of
members, emails and addresses should also be available. The assembly approved.

11.Eric Kempe Prize:
The President informed the Assembly about the letter concerning the renewal of
the Eric Kempe Prize. The application should be sent by the end of October
(October 30™).

12.Constitutional Issues:
All the suggestions regarding constitutional issues (see attached OHP slides) were
approved by the Assembly. About the locus of the association, more flexible
places than Germany should be looked for. Romstad suggested Norway, as, in his
words, everything is easier there.

13.Closing

The President closed the session, by acknowledging Tasos’s hospitality in Crete.



